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Abstract

This study examined the socio-economic consequences of banditry on rural livelihoods in
Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna State, with particular focus on its impact on
agriculture, education, and trade. The study was carried out due to the increasing rate of
insecurity, violent attacks, kidnappings, cattle rustling, displacement, and destruction of
property associated with banditry in rural communities across Northwestern Nigeria. The
objectives of the study were to examine the impact of banditry on agricultural activities, assess
its effects on educational activities, evaluate its influence on trade and commercial activities,
identify the socio-economic challenges faced by rural households, and examine government
and community responses toward addressing banditry in the study area. The study adopted a
qualitative research approach and relied mainly on secondary sources of data, including
scholarly journal articles, textbooks, government publications, security reports, and reports
from humanitarian organizations. Human Security Theory served as the theoretical framework
for the study. Data were analyzed using thematic and descriptive analytical methods. Findings
revealed that banditry has significantly disrupted farming activities, reduced food production,
weakened trade and market operations, and contributed to school closures and declining
educational participation in Kajuru Local Government Area. The study also found that rural
households face poverty, displacement, unemployment, food insecurity, and psychological
trauma as a result of persistent insecurity. Although government security operations and
community-based interventions have been introduced, insecurity continues to persist due to
inadequate security structures and underlying socio-economic challenges. The study
recommends stronger security measures, rural economic support programmes, educational
protection strategies, community-based security collaboration, and rehabilitation support for
victims of banditry.

Keywords: Banditry, Rural Livelihoods, Agriculture, Education, Trade, Insecurity, Kajuru,
Socio-Economic Consequences.
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1. Introduction

Rural livelihoods in Nigeria have increasingly come under threat due to rising insecurity,
particularly banditry, across several parts of the country. Banditry has emerged as a major
security challenge affecting rural communities in the North-West region, resulting in killings,
kidnappings, destruction of property, displacement of residents, and disruption of economic
activities (Okoli & Lenshie, 2018). States such as Kaduna, Zamfara, Katsina, and Sokoto have
experienced persistent attacks that undermine agricultural production, education, trade, and
socio-economic development (Oladunjoye & Omemu, 2013). These developments have
transformed many rural communities into environments characterized by fear, instability, and
economic hardship.

Banditry is commonly associated with cattle rustling, kidnapping for ransom, armed robbery,
and violent attacks on villages by organized criminal groups operating mainly in rural areas
(Ewetan & Urhie, 2014). Its growth has been linked to weak security structures, proliferation
of small arms, poverty, unemployment, and ineffective governance (Adelaja et al., 2018). In
Kaduna State, Kajuru Local Government Area has witnessed recurring incidents of banditry
and kidnapping, generating significant humanitarian and socio-economic challenges.
Agriculture, the primary livelihood of rural households in Kajuru, has been severely affected
by attacks on farming communities. Farmers often face restricted access to farmlands,
destruction of crops, theft of livestock, and fear of abduction, leading to reduced agricultural
productivity and food insecurity (Audu, 2021). Similarly, educational activities have been
disrupted through attacks on schools, fear of kidnapping, declining enrollment, and temporary
school closures (Albert, 2021). Trade and commercial activities have also suffered as markets,

transportation routes, and business centers become vulnerable to attacks and extortion (Okoli
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& Ogayi, 2018).

Despite government and community efforts to address insecurity, banditry continues to
threaten livelihoods in Kajuru. Consequently, this study examines the socio-economic
consequences of banditry on rural livelihoods by assessing its impact on agriculture, education,

and trade in Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna State.

1.1 Statement of the Problem

Banditry has become a major security challenge in Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna
State. Frequent attacks, kidnappings, cattle rustling, and destruction of property have created
widespread fear and insecurity, disrupting the socio-economic activities upon which rural
households depend. Although government interventions have been implemented, the problem
persists and continues to undermine community well-being.

Agriculture, which serves as the principal source of livelihood for most residents, has been
severely affected as farmers increasingly avoid farmlands due to fear of attacks and abduction.
This has reduced agricultural output, weakened household incomes, and contributed to food
insecurity. Trade and commercial activities have also declined as insecurity along roads and
market routes discourages the movement of people and goods.

The education sector has similarly suffered setbacks. Fear of attacks and abduction has
disrupted school activities, reduced enrollment, and affected educational development. While
studies have examined insecurity and banditry in Nigeria, limited attention has been devoted
to the specific socio-economic consequences of banditry on agriculture, education, and trade

in Kajuru Local Government Area. This study therefore seeks to fill this gap.
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1.2 Aim and Objectives
The aim of this study is to examine the socio-economic consequences of banditry on rural
livelihoods by assessing its impact on agriculture, education, and trade in Kajuru Local
Government Area of Kaduna State.
The specific objectives are to:
i.  Examine the impact of banditry on agricultural activities in Kajuru Local Government
Area.
ii.  Assess the effects of banditry on educational activities in the area.
iii.  Evaluate the impact of banditry on trade and commercial activities in Kajuru.
iv.  Identify the socio-economic challenges faced by rural households as a result of
banditry.

v.  Examine government and community responses toward addressing banditry in the area.

1.3 Justification

The growing incidence of banditry in Kajuru Local Government Area has generated serious
socio-economic challenges for rural communities. As most residents depend on agriculture and
small-scale trading for survival, persistent attacks have disrupted livelihoods, increased
poverty, displaced households, and weakened local economic activities. This study is therefore
important because it provides insight into the effects of banditry on rural livelihoods and socio-
economic development.

The study also contributes to existing literature by focusing specifically on the effects of
banditry on agriculture, education, and trade in Kajuru, an area that has received limited

scholarly attention. Its findings will be useful to policymakers, security agencies, development
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organizations, and community leaders in formulating strategies to address insecurity and
support affected populations. In addition, the study may contribute to efforts aimed at restoring
livelihoods, improving rural security, strengthening educational systems, and promoting

sustainable development in conflict-affected communities.

1.4 Impact of Banditry on Agricultural Activities in Kajuru Local Government Area

Agriculture remains the primary source of livelihood for rural households in Kajuru Local
Government Area of Kaduna State. Crop cultivation, livestock rearing, and agricultural trading
provide food, income, and employment for a large proportion of the population. However, the
increasing incidence of banditry has significantly disrupted agricultural production and
undermined rural economic stability. Armed bandit groups frequently attack farming
communities, destroy crops, rustle cattle, kidnap farmers, and impose illegal levies on
residents, creating fear and insecurity within agricultural communities (Agyo & Wake, 2025).
Consequently, many farmers are unable to access their farmlands, resulting in reduced
agricultural productivity and declining food production (Lamidi, 2025).

A major consequence of banditry in Kajuru is the displacement of farming households and the
abandonment of agricultural land. Repeated attacks have forced many residents to flee their
communities, leaving large portions of farmland uncultivated. This has contributed to declining
crop yields, reduced household incomes, and increasing food insecurity (Nwankpa, 2024).
Insecurity has also limited access to agricultural inputs, disrupted transportation of farm
produce, and weakened participation in commercial farming activities (Obute et al., 2025).
Furthermore, the destruction of storage facilities, theft of harvested crops, and attacks during
farming seasons have increased economic losses among rural farmers. Evidence from affected
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communities indicates that many farmers have experienced significant losses arising from the
destruction of farm assets and agricultural infrastructure (Agyo & Wake, 2025).

Banditry has equally affected livestock production and rural food systems in Kajuru. Cattle
rustling and attacks on herders have weakened livestock farming, while conflicts over grazing
land and water resources have intensified insecurity in rural areas (Tuki, 2024). Many livestock
owners have lost animals or relocated their herds to safer locations, reducing productivity and
income generation. In addition, insecurity has disrupted rural markets and food supply chains,
resulting in rising food prices and reduced economic activities. Consequently, banditry remains
a major threat to agricultural sustainability, food security, and rural livelihoods in Kajuru Local
Government Area.

1.5  Effects of Banditry on Educational Activities in Kajuru Local Government Area

The education sector in Kajuru Local Government Area has experienced significant disruption
as a result of persistent banditry and rural insecurity. Educational institutions have become
vulnerable to attacks, kidnappings, intimidation, and destruction by armed groups. Across
Northwestern Nigeria, incidents of school attacks and mass abductions have increased,
particularly in rural communities where security presence is limited (Albert, 2021). In Kajuru,
recurring security threats have negatively affected school attendance, teaching activities, and
educational development. Fear of attacks and kidnappings has created anxiety among parents,
students, and school administrators, thereby reducing confidence in the safety of schools.

One of the most visible effects of banditry on education is the disruption of academic activities.
Schools are often closed temporarily following attacks or security alerts, while some operate
irregularly because of persistent insecurity (Yusuf & Aliyu, 2022). These disruptions reduce
instructional time, weaken academic performance, and contribute to increasing dropout rates
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among school-age children. Many parents are reluctant to send their children to school due to
concerns over abduction and violence. Consequently, enrollment and school attendance have
declined in several affected communities. Studies have shown that prolonged educational
disruption limits human capital development and increases long-term socio-economic
vulnerability among rural youths (Ewetan & Urhie, 2014).

Banditry has also contributed to the destruction of educational infrastructure and the
displacement of teachers and students. Violent attacks frequently damage classrooms, learning
materials, and school facilities, reducing the quality of education available in affected
communities. Insecurity further discourages teachers from accepting rural postings, while
others abandon their duties due to safety concerns. The resulting shortage of qualified
personnel negatively affects teaching and learning outcomes. Additionally, displacement
caused by bandit attacks forces many children out of school as affected households prioritize
basic survival needs. Beyond immediate educational disruption, these challenges contribute to
illiteracy, unemployment, child labour, and increased vulnerability to social instability.
Therefore, banditry poses a significant threat to educational development and human capital
formation in Kajuru Local Government Area.

1.6 Impact of Banditry on Trade and Commercial Activities in Kajuru Local

Government Area

Trade and commercial activities constitute important sources of livelihood and economic
survival for rural households in Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna State. Rural
markets, petty trading, transportation services, livestock exchange, and small-scale enterprises
contribute significantly to household income and local economic development in communities
such as Kasuwan Magani, Kufana, Maro, and neighboring settlements. However, the
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increasing incidence of banditry has severely disrupted commercial activities within the area.
Armed attacks, kidnappings, extortion, and destruction of business assets have created fear and
uncertainty, discouraging both local and external commercial activities (Adamu & Ben, 2024).
Studies on insecurity and rural economies in Northern Nigeria indicate that traders and
transporters frequently avoid high-risk routes due to fear of attacks and abduction, thereby
weakening market operations and reducing economic interactions (Adeleke, 2024).

One of the major effects of banditry on trade is the disruption of transportation networks and
market accessibility. Traders transporting agricultural produce, livestock, and manufactured
goods often face attacks, robbery, and illegal levies along roads connecting rural markets and
neighboring communities (Abubakar et al., 2025). In some instances, market activities are
suspended following violent attacks or kidnapping incidents, affecting the regular flow of
goods and services. Research further shows that insecurity has increased transportation costs
and reduced the volume of goods supplied to rural markets in Northwestern Nigeria (Mustapha
& Ahmed, 2025). Consequently, the prices of food items and essential commodities have risen,
while fear of attacks discourages buyers and sellers from participating regularly in market
activities. This has resulted in declining commercial transactions and reduced profitability
among local traders.

Banditry has also negatively affected small-scale enterprises and informal economic activities
in Kajuru. Many shop owners, artisans, transport operators, and market women have suffered
financial losses due to attacks, looting, and destruction of business property (Nwankpa, 2024).
Some business operators have closed their enterprises or relocated to safer urban centres
because of persistent insecurity. Studies indicate that insecurity discourages investment,

weakens business confidence, and limits opportunities for entrepreneurship and economic
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growth (Obute et al., 2025). Women engaged in petty trading are particularly affected because
insecurity restricts their mobility and access to commercial centres. Consequently, banditry has
contributed to rising unemployment, declining household income, and increasing poverty
within Kajuru Local Government Area.

Furthermore, the disruption of trade and commercial activities has broader implications for
rural development and community stability. Reduced economic activities weaken household
purchasing power, affect food supply chains, and limit access to essential goods and services
(Abubakar et al., 2025). As a result, persistent banditry continues to undermine economic
sustainability, increase poverty levels, and constrain socio-economic development in Kajuru
Local Government Area.

1.7 Socio-Economic Challenges Faced by Rural Households as a Result of Banditry

Banditry has generated severe socio-economic challenges for rural households in Kajuru Local
Government Area of Kaduna State. Persistent attacks by armed groups have disrupted
livelihoods, weakened social structures, and exposed residents to displacement, poverty, and
economic hardship. Communities within the area largely depend on farming, livestock
production, petty trading, and other local economic activities for survival. However, increasing
incidents of kidnapping, cattle rustling, destruction of property, and violent attacks have
significantly undermined these livelihood systems and heightened socio-economic
vulnerability among affected households (Nwankpa, 2024). Studies on rural insecurity in
Northern Nigeria indicate that repeated attacks often result in the loss of productive assets,
disruption of income-generating activities, and increased dependence on humanitarian

assistance (Mustapha & Ahmed, 2025).
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One of the most significant challenges resulting from banditry is food insecurity and declining
household income. Many farmers are unable to cultivate crops or rear livestock due to fear of
attacks, while traders experience reduced earnings because of disruptions to market activities
and transportation networks (Agyo & Wake, 2025). Research shows that displacement and
destruction of farmlands have reduced food production and weakened household purchasing
power in affected communities (Obute et al., 2025). Rising food prices and declining economic
opportunities have further worsened poverty and hardship among rural households.
Consequently, banditry has contributed to hunger, malnutrition, and declining living standards
in Kajuru.

Banditry has also led to widespread displacement and social instability. Many residents have
abandoned their homes and relocated to safer communities or internally displaced persons
camps following repeated attacks (International Organization for Migration [IOM], 2024).
Displacement disrupts social networks, weakens community cohesion, and places additional
pressure on host communities with limited resources. Women and children are particularly
vulnerable to exploitation, psychological trauma, health challenges, and social exclusion
resulting from displacement and insecurity (Adeleke, 2024). Many displaced children also lose
access to education, increasing the risks of school dropout and long-term socio-economic
disadvantage.

Another major challenge is the decline in access to healthcare, education, and other essential
social services. Schools and health facilities often operate under difficult conditions because of
insecurity and inadequate protection (Mustapha & Ahmed, 2025). Insecurity discourages
teachers, healthcare workers, and government personnel from serving in vulnerable

communities, thereby weakening service delivery. Persistent fear, trauma, and uncertainty

68


https://jsmpa.com.ng/

© Journal of Security Management, Policy & Administration, Nigerian Defence Academy,
Kaduna. Vol. 3, No. 3, 2026 ISSN: 2971-7973
Available on https://jsmpa.com.ng. ALHERI Kure

further affect the mental well-being and productivity of residents (Nwankpa, 2024). Therefore,
the socio-economic consequences of banditry extend beyond physical violence to include
poverty, displacement, social instability, declining human development, and weakened
community resilience in Kajuru Local Government Area.

1.8  Government and Community Responses to Banditry in Kajuru Local

Government Area

The persistent rise in banditry and rural insecurity in Kajuru Local Government Area has
prompted various responses from government authorities, security agencies, and local
communities aimed at restoring peace and protecting residents. The Nigerian government has
implemented several military and security operations to combat armed bandit groups operating
in Kaduna State and other parts of Northwestern Nigeria. Security initiatives such as Operation
Whirl Punch and joint military-police operations have been deployed to dismantle criminal
hideouts, strengthen surveillance, rescue kidnapped victims, and improve security presence in
vulnerable communities such as Kajuru, Kasuwan Magani, and surrounding settlements
(Olawale & Ilbrahim, 2024). The Kaduna State Government has also imposed curfews,
movement restrictions, and increased security patrols in areas experiencing repeated attacks.
Studies indicate that these interventions have contributed to the arrest of suspected criminals
and a temporary reduction in attacks within some communities (Adeleke, 2024). Nevertheless,
insecurity continues to persist despite these efforts.

Government responses have faced several operational and institutional challenges. Inadequate
security personnel, poor logistics, difficult terrain, and limited intelligence gathering continue
to affect the effectiveness of military and police operations in rural communities (Mustapha &
Ahmed, 2025). Bandit groups often exploit forested areas and remote locations to evade
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security forces and launch attacks on vulnerable settlements. Research further shows that
delayed responses to distress calls, weak coordination among security agencies, and allegations
of corruption undermine public confidence in government interventions (Olawale & Ibrahim,
2024). Moreover, military operations alone have not adequately addressed underlying factors
such as poverty, unemployment, arms proliferation, and weak governance structures. As a
result, many residents continue to experience fear and insecurity despite ongoing interventions.
Community-based responses have also emerged as important strategies for addressing
insecurity in Kajuru Local Government Area. Local vigilante groups, community watch
associations, hunters’ groups, and traditional institutions play significant roles in surveillance,
intelligence gathering, and early warning systems against bandit attacks (Ibrahim & Yusuf,
2024). Many communities organize local patrol teams and collaborate with formal security
agencies to monitor suspicious activities and protect vulnerable settlements. Traditional rulers
and religious leaders also contribute through dialogue, mediation, and sensitization
programmes aimed at strengthening community cooperation and conflict prevention. Studies
on rural security governance reveal that community participation enhances local resilience and
improves grassroots security awareness (Abubakar et al., 2025). These initiatives have become
important complements to formal security operations.

Furthermore, humanitarian organizations, civil society groups, and local associations provide
relief assistance through food support, healthcare services, educational assistance, and
psychosocial support for victims of banditry and displaced households (I0M, 2024). While
these interventions help reduce suffering and support recovery efforts, the persistence of
banditry highlights the need for more comprehensive approaches that combine security

operations with socio-economic development, youth empowerment, education, poverty
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reduction, and improved governance. Sustainable peace and security in Kajuru therefore
require stronger collaboration among government institutions, security agencies, traditional
authorities, community leaders, and development organizations.

1.9 Theoretical Framework

This study is anchored on the Human Security Theory, popularized by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) in its 1994 Human Development Report. The theory
emerged as a response to the traditional state-centred approach to security, which emphasized
territorial protection and military defence while paying limited attention to the welfare and
safety of individuals and communities (UNDP, 1994). Human Security Theory argues that
security extends beyond the absence of war to include protection from poverty, hunger,
violence, disease, and other threats capable of undermining human survival and livelihoods
(Tadjbakhsh & Chenoy, 2007). It therefore places individuals and communities at the centre of
security considerations.

According to the theory, insecurity occurs when people are unable to enjoy basic freedoms,
economic stability, social protection, and access to essential services necessary for survival and
development (Paris, 2001). It identifies several dimensions of security, including economic,
food, personal, community, political, and environmental security (UNDP, 1994). In the context
of this study, banditry constitutes a major threat to human security because it disrupts
agricultural production, restricts access to education, weakens trade, destroys livelihoods, and
exposes rural populations to fear, displacement, hunger, and poverty. Persistent attacks in
Kajuru have therefore threatened both the physical safety and socio-economic well-being of

rural households.
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The major assumption of Human Security Theory is that sustainable peace and development
cannot be achieved where insecurity, violence, and socio-economic deprivation persist
(Acharya, 2001). The theory emphasizes that protecting livelihoods, ensuring access to
education, safeguarding economic activities, and promoting community stability are essential
components of security. This assumption is particularly relevant because rural livelihoods in
Kajuru depend largely on agriculture, trade, and social stability, all of which have been
adversely affected by banditry.

The relevance of the theory lies in its emphasis on protecting people and livelihoods from
violent threats and socio-economic disruptions. It explains how banditry affects not only
physical security but also food production, educational development, income generation, and
community survival. The theory further supports the argument that effective responses to
banditry should extend beyond military measures to include economic recovery, educational
support, rural development, and community protection initiatives.

Despite its relevance, Human Security Theory has been criticized for being overly broad and
difficult to operationalize. Critics argue that its wide scope makes it challenging to establish
clear policy priorities and implementation strategies (Paris, 2001). Others contend that a strong
focus on human-centred security may divert attention from traditional national security
concerns. Nevertheless, the theory remains highly relevant for examining the socio-economic
consequences of banditry because it highlights the close relationship between insecurity,
livelihoods, and human development in conflict-affected communities.

1.10 Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research approach to examine the socio-economic consequences
of banditry on rural livelihoods in Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna State. The

72


https://jsmpa.com.ng/

© Journal of Security Management, Policy & Administration, Nigerian Defence Academy,
Kaduna. Vol. 3, No. 3, 2026 ISSN: 2971-7973
Available on https://jsmpa.com.ng. ALHERI Kure

qualitative method is considered appropriate because it provides an in-depth understanding of
how banditry affects agriculture, education, trade, and the overall well-being of rural
communities. The study relies primarily on secondary sources of data, including scholarly
journal articles, textbooks, government publications, newspaper reports, policy documents,
security reports, and publications from international organizations and non-governmental
organizations relating to insecurity, rural development, and socio-economic conditions in
Nigeria.

Relevant data were obtained from sources such as the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS),
Kaduna State Government reports, security agencies, academic databases, and humanitarian
organizations operating in conflict-affected communities. The data were analyzed using
thematic and content analysis techniques to identify key patterns and issues relating to banditry,
displacement, agricultural disruption, educational challenges, trade decline, and socio-
economic hardships experienced by rural households.

The study also adopts a descriptive analytical framework to examine the relationship between
banditry and socio-economic development in Kajuru Local Government Area. The use of
multiple secondary sources enhances the reliability, validity, and comprehensiveness of the
study's findings and conclusions.

1.11 Findings and Discussion

The study found that banditry has significantly disrupted agricultural activities in Kajuru Local
Government Area, thereby threatening rural livelihoods and food security. Many farmers have
abandoned their farmlands due to fear of attacks, kidnappings, and destruction of crops by
armed groups. Agricultural productivity has declined as residents face difficulties accessing
farmlands, transporting produce, and maintaining livestock activities. Cattle rustling and the
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destruction of farm settlements were also identified as major factors contributing to reduced
household income and rising poverty levels. These findings demonstrate that persistent
insecurity directly undermines agricultural sustainability and economic stability in rural
communities.

The study also revealed that educational activities have been negatively affected by banditry
and rural insecurity. Frequent attacks and fear of abduction have resulted in temporary school
closures, declining student enrollment, irregular attendance, and disruptions to teaching and
learning. Many parents are reluctant to send their children to school because of insecurity,
while some teachers avoid postings to vulnerable communities due to safety concerns.
Consequently, prolonged educational disruption contributes to school dropout, illiteracy, and
reduced human capital development among children and youths.

Furthermore, the study established that trade and commercial activities in Kajuru have been
severely affected by insecurity. Attacks along rural roads and market routes have disrupted the
movement of goods and services, resulting in declining market activities, rising transportation
costs, and increased prices of essential commodities. Many traders, artisans, and small-scale
business operators have suffered financial losses due to attacks, extortion, and destruction of
property. As a result, unemployment and poverty have continued to increase within affected
communities.

The findings further indicate that rural households face numerous socio-economic challenges,
including displacement, food insecurity, unemployment, psychological trauma, poor access to
healthcare, and declining social services. Women and children were identified as the most
vulnerable groups affected by insecurity and displacement. Although government

interventions, community-based security initiatives, and humanitarian assistance have helped
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mitigate some of these challenges, their impact has been limited by inadequate security
personnel, poor coordination, weak intelligence gathering, and the persistence of poverty and
unemployment.

Overall, the findings demonstrate that banditry is not merely a security challenge but also a
major socio-economic and developmental problem that continues to undermine livelihoods,
social stability, and sustainable development in Kajuru Local Government Area.

1.12 Conclusion

Banditry has emerged as one of the most serious security and socio-economic challenges
affecting rural communities in Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna State. The study
revealed that persistent attacks, kidnappings, cattle rustling, destruction of property, and violent
raids by armed groups have significantly disrupted agriculture, education, trade, and other
livelihood activities within the area. Consequently, many rural households face increasing
poverty, food insecurity, displacement, unemployment, and social instability.

The study further established that agricultural productivity has declined because many farmers
can no longer safely access their farmlands, while trade and commercial activities have been
weakened by insecurity along transportation routes and market centres. Educational activities
have also suffered setbacks due to school closures, fear of abduction, and disruptions to
learning processes. Women and children were identified as the most vulnerable groups affected
by displacement, psychological trauma, and socio-economic hardship resulting from banditry.
Although government security operations, community vigilante activities, and humanitarian
interventions have contributed to reducing some security threats, the persistence of banditry
suggests that existing responses remain inadequate. Addressing the problem therefore requires
a comprehensive approach that combines effective security measures with socio-economic
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development, community participation, youth empowerment, and improved governance.
Sustainable peace and rural development in Kajuru Local Government Area can only be
achieved through coordinated efforts aimed at addressing both immediate security threats and
the underlying socio-economic conditions that fuel insecurity.
1.13 Recommendations
The following recommendations are necessary for addressing the socio-economic
consequences of banditry in Kaduna South and Kajuru Local Government Areas:
1. Government should strengthen security presence and intelligence gathering in
vulnerable rural communities to improve protection of lives and property.
2. Agricultural support programs and rural economic empowerment initiatives should be
introduced to assist affected farmers and rural households.
3. Schools in conflict-prone communities should be provided with adequate security
measures to ensure safe learning environments for students and teachers.
4. Community policing, vigilante groups, and traditional institutions should be properly
coordinated with formal security agencies to enhance local security responses.
5. Government and humanitarian organizations should provide rehabilitation, relief

assistance, and psychosocial support for displaced persons and victims of banditry.

References

Abubakar, S., Musa, A., & Garba, I. (2025). Rural insecurity and market disruptions in
Northwestern Nigeria. African Journal of Economic and Social Development, 11(1),
66-84.

Acharya, A. (2001). Human security: East versus West. International Journal, 56(3), 442—-460.
https://doi.org/10.2307/40203698

76


https://jsmpa.com.ng/

© Journal of Security Management, Policy & Administration, Nigerian Defence Academy,
Kaduna. Vol. 3, No. 3, 2026 ISSN: 2971-7973
Available on https://jsmpa.com.ng. ALHERI Kure

Adamu, M. Y., & Ben, E. O. (2024). Banditry and commercial decline in rural Northern
Nigeria. Journal of Contemporary African Security Studies, 8(2), 101-1109.

Adelaja, A., Labo, A., & Penar, E. (2018). Public opinion on the root causes of terrorism and
objectives of terrorists: A Boko Haram case study. Perspectives on Terrorism, 12(3),
35-49.

Adeleke, R. A. (2024). Security challenges and rural economic development in Nigeria.
Journal of African Development Studies, 15(3), 144-160.

Agyo, M. A., & Wake, H. T. (2025). Impact of banditry on agricultural productivity and rural
livelihoods in Northwestern Nigeria. FUDMA Journal of Sciences, 9(1), 112-126.
https://fjs.fudutsinma.edu.ng/index.php/fjs/article/view/3417

Albert, I. O. (2021). School abduction and insecurity in Northern Nigeria. Conflict Trends,
2021(3), 15-23.

Audu, J. S. (2021). Rural insecurity and agricultural productivity in Northwestern Nigeria.
African Journal of Agricultural Research, 17(4), 550-560.

Ewetan, O. O., & Urhie, E. (2014). Insecurity and socio-economic development in Nigeria.
Journal of Sustainable Development Studies, 5(1), 40-63.

Ibrahim, U., & Yusuf, A. (2024). Community vigilante groups and rural security management
in Kaduna State. Kaduna Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies, 5(1), 55-72.

International Organization for Migration (IOM). (2024). Displacement tracking matrix report:
Northwestern Nigeria. IOM Nigeria.

Lamidi, K. O. (2025). Banditry, food insecurity and agricultural decline in Northwestern
Nigeria. Journal of Rural Security and Development Studies, 7(2), 55-74.

Mustapha, A., & Ahmed, S. (2025). Insecurity, governance and rural livelihoods in
Northwestern Nigeria. Journal of Human Security and Development Studies, 10(2), 90—
109.

Nwankpa, M. (2024). Rural displacement and livelihood disruption in conflict-affected
communities of Northern Nigeria. African Conflict and Peacebuilding Review, 14(1),
89-107.

Obute, J. A., Ibrahim, A., & Musa, S. (2025). Insecurity and rural agricultural supply chains in
Northern Nigeria. European Journal of Sustainable Development, 14(1), 203-219.

https://ecsdev.org/ojs/index.php/ejsd/article/view/1603
77


https://jsmpa.com.ng/
https://fjs.fudutsinma.edu.ng/index.php/fjs/article/view/3417
https://ecsdev.org/ojs/index.php/ejsd/article/view/1603

© Journal of Security Management, Policy & Administration, Nigerian Defence Academy,
Kaduna. Vol. 3, No. 3, 2026 ISSN: 2971-7973
Available on https://jsmpa.com.ng. ALHERI Kure

Okoli, A. C., & Lenshie, N. E. (2018). Nigeria: Nomadic migrancy and rural violence in
Nigeria. Conflict Studies Quarterly, 25, 3-22.

Okoli, A. C., & Ogayi, C. O. (2018). Herdsmen militancy and humanitarian crisis in Nigeria:
A theoretical briefing. African Security Review, 27(2), 129-143.

Oladunjoye, P., & Omemu, F. (2013). Effects of insecurity on community development
projects in Northern Nigeria. International Journal of Development and Sustainability,
2(1), 479-487.

Olawale, T., & Ibrahim, K. (2024). Counter-banditry operations and security challenges in
Northwestern Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of Security Studies, 12(2), 120-138.

Onifade, C., Imhonopi, D., & Urim, U. M. (2020). Addressing rural insecurity and banditry in
Nigeria: Issues and prospects. Journal of Human Security Studies, 9(2), 66-82.

Paris, R. (2001). Human security: Paradigm shift or hot air? International Security, 26(2), 87—
102. https://doi.org/10.1162/016228801753191141

Tadjbakhsh, S., & Chenoy, A. M. (2007). Human security: Concepts and implications.
Routledge.

Tuki, D. (2024). Farmer-herder conflicts, banditry and rural insecurity in Kaduna State,
Nigeria. Journal of Asian and African Studies, 59(6), 1148-1164.
https://doi.org/10.1177/27538796241293243

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (1994). Human development report 1994:
New dimensions of human security. Oxford University Press.

Yusuf, M., & Aliyu, A. (2022). Insecurity and educational disruption in Northwestern Nigeria.
Kaduna Journal of Educational Studies, 6(2), 88-101.

78


https://jsmpa.com.ng/
https://doi.org/10.1177/27538796241293243

