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Abstract 

This paper present an analysis of the decadence of political leadership in Nigeria through the lens of 

Plato's political philosophy. Plato, an ancient Greek philosopher, articulated a vision of ideal 

governance rooted in justice, virtue, and the rule of philosopher-kings. This study applies Plato's 

theoretical framework to the contemporary political landscape in Nigeria, examining the discrepancy 

between Platonic ideals and the reality of Nigerian political leadership. The analysis explores key 

aspects of Plato's political philosophy, including the concepts of the philosopher-king, the tripartite 

soul, and the notion of the just society. It contrasts these ideals with the characteristics and practices 

of current Nigerian political leaders, highlighting the pervasive issues of corruption, nepotism, and 

lack of accountability that plague the nation’s governance. Through a qualitative approach, this study 

synthesizes data from historical records, political analyses, and scholarly literature to draw parallels 

between Plato's critique of democracy and oligarchy and the Nigerian experience. It investigates how 

the failure to adhere to Platonic virtues of wisdom, courage, moderation, and justice has contributed 

to the decay in political leadership in Nigeria. Findings from this analysis reveal that the moral and 

ethical deficiencies in Nigerian political leadership starkly contrast with Plato's vision of enlightened 

and virtuous rulers. The study underscores the need for a transformative approach to leadership, 

informed by Platonic principles, to address the deep-seated issues undermining effective governance in 

Nigeria. Ultimately, this abstract aims to contribute to the discourse on political reform in Nigeria by 

advocating for the integration of philosophical insights into practical strategies for improving 

leadership quality and fostering a more just and equitable society. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Plato's political philosophy, particularly his ideas on the decay of political systems, provides 

a compelling framework to examine the current state of political leadership in Nigeria. Plato, 

in his seminal work "The Republic," discusses the degeneration of political systems from 

aristocracy to timocracy, oligarchy, democracy, and ultimately, tyranny. He argues that 

political decay occurs when leaders prioritize personal gain over the common good, leading 

to corruption, injustice, and societal instability (Plato, 1997). 

In contemporary Nigeria, the symptoms of political decadence that Plato described 

are evident. The country has struggled with corruption, inefficiency, and a lack of visionary 
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leadership, which have collectively stunted its socio-economic development. For instance, 

Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index consistently ranks Nigeria as one 

of the most corrupt countries globally, highlighting the pervasive nature of corruption in its 

political system (Transparency International, 2023). 

One pertinent example is the case of former Petroleum Minister Diezani Alison-

Madueke, who was accused of embezzling billions of dollars in oil revenues. This scandal 

underscores Plato’s assertion that when leaders succumb to greed and corruption, it leads to 

the disintegration of moral and political order (Sahara Reporters, 2023). Such cases have 

eroded public trust in government institutions and exacerbated socio-economic inequalities. 

Plato’s concept of oligarchy, where the wealthy few control political power at the 

expense of the many, resonates with the Nigerian context. Political power in Nigeria is often 

concentrated in the hands of a small elite, who manipulate the system to maintain their 

wealth and influence. This is evident in the way political patronage networks operate, where 

government contracts and appointments are awarded based on loyalty rather than merit, 

further entrenching corruption and inefficiency (Obi-Ani, 2023). 

Moreover, Plato warned against the dangers of democracy degenerating into tyranny, 

where the quest for power leads to the emergence of despotic rulers. Nigeria’s political 

landscape has seen instances where democratic processes are subverted through electoral 

fraud and violence. The 2019 general elections, marred by allegations of vote-buying, ballot 

box snatching, and violence, reflect this degeneration and the resulting loss of democratic 

integrity (International Crisis Group, 2019). 

The judiciary, which Plato believed should uphold justice and the rule of law, has also 

been compromised in Nigeria. Allegations of judicial corruption and political interference 

have undermined its independence, as seen in the controversial suspension of Chief Justice 

Walter Onnoghen in 2019, which many viewed as politically motivated (Amnesty 

International, 2019). Such actions diminish the judiciary's role as a check on executive power, 

leading to further political decay. 

Examining the decadence of political leadership in Nigeria through Plato's political 

philosophy reveals a pattern of corruption, oligarchy, and the erosion of democratic 

principles. These issues underscore the urgent need for reforms to restore ethical leadership 

and accountability in Nigeria’s political system. 

It is against this backdrop that this paper intends to carry out an Analysis on the 

decadence of political leadership in Nigeria Using Plato Political Philosophy. 

 

Statement of Research Problem 

The decadence of political leadership in Nigeria presents a critical challenge to the nation’s 

socio-economic development and stability. Despite being endowed with significant natural 

and human resources, Nigeria continues to grapple with pervasive corruption, inefficiency, 

and a lack of visionary leadership. This research problem can be effectively examined 

through the lens of Plato's political philosophy, which provides a framework for 

understanding the degeneration of political systems and the ethical shortcomings of leaders. 
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Plato's political philosophy, particularly as articulated in "The Republic," discusses the 

progression and decay of political systems from aristocracy to timocracy, oligarchy, 

democracy, and ultimately, tyranny. According to Plato, political decadence occurs when 

leaders prioritize personal gain over the common good, leading to widespread corruption, 

injustice, and social instability. This theoretical perspective is highly relevant to Nigeria’s 

political context, where the ethical and functional failures of leadership are evident in 

numerous ways. 

In Nigeria, political corruption is endemic, as evidenced by high-profile scandals 

involving the embezzlement of public funds by political elites. For instance, the case of 

Diezani Alison-Madueke, a former Minister of Petroleum Resources accused of siphoning 

billions of dollars, underscores the depth of corruption within the political system. Such 

incidents reflect Plato’s assertion that when leaders succumb to greed, the moral and political 

order disintegrates, resulting in a loss of public trust and a dysfunctional governance system. 

Furthermore, Nigeria's political landscape is characterized by oligarchic tendencies, 

where a small, wealthy elite dominates the political process, often through patronage 

networks and electoral fraud. This concentration of power in the hands of a few undermines 

democratic principles and exacerbates inequality and injustice, aligning with Plato's 

description of the oligarchic state. The manipulation of electoral processes, as seen in the 2019 

general elections marred by allegations of vote-buying and violence, further illustrates the 

degeneration from democracy to a form of governance where power is maintained through 

undemocratic means. 

Given these issues, this research seeks to explore the manifestations and implications 

of political decadence in Nigeria using Plato's political philosophy as a theoretical 

framework. The study will investigate how the ethical and functional failures of Nigerian 

political leaders align with Plato’s descriptions of political decay and examine the impact of 

these failures on governance, public trust, and socio-economic development. 

 

The Philosophy of Political Leadership from Plato's Perspective 

Plato's philosophy of political leadership, articulated in his seminal works such as "The 

Republic" and "The Laws," offers a profound and idealistic vision of how societies should be 

governed. His ideas center on the nature of justice, the role of education, the structure of the 

ideal state, and the essential qualities of political leaders. This comprehensive explanation 

delves into these aspects, highlighting Plato’s vision of the philosopher-king and the inherent 

challenges within different political systems. 

Central to Plato’s political thought is his definition of justice, which he explores 

extensively in "The Republic." For Plato, justice in the state mirrors justice in the individual. 

A just state is one in which each class performs its appropriate role without interfering with 

the functions of the other classes (Plato, 1997). This tripartite model of society consists of: 

 

Rulers (Philosophers): Representing reason and wisdom. 

Guardians (Warriors): Embodying courage and spirit. 



© Journal of Security Management, Policy & Administration, Vol. 1 No 1   ISSN: 2971-7973                

4 

 

Producers (Farmers, Artisans, Merchants): Associated with appetite and desires. 

Justice is achieved when these classes function harmoniously, guided by the rational 

leadership of the philosopher-kings, who understand the Forms, especially the Form of the 

Good. 

One of Plato’s most enduring contributions to political philosophy is his concept of 

the philosopher-king, which he describes in "The Republic" (Plato, 1997). Plato argues that 

the ideal rulers are philosophers because they possess knowledge of the eternal and 

immutable Forms, which are the true reality underlying the material world. The philosopher-

king’s understanding of the Form of the Good allows them to govern wisely and justly, 

making decisions that benefit the entire society rather than serving personal or sectional 

interests. 

Plato’s rationale for philosopher-kings is that only those who have ascended beyond 

the shadows of the cave (his allegory for ignorance) and seen the light of the true Forms are 

fit to lead (Plato, 1997, Book VII). Their knowledge of what is genuinely good enables them 

to create laws and policies that reflect true justice, rather than being swayed by the changing 

tides of public opinion or personal ambition. 

Education is fundamental in Plato’s vision of political leadership. In his ideal state, education 

is designed to cultivate the virtues necessary for both individual excellence and societal 

harmony. The educational process is rigorous and lifelong, aimed at identifying and 

nurturing those with the potential to become philosopher-kings (Mair, Kindt & Mena 2023) 

Plato’s Theory of Forms underpins his entire philosophical system, including his 

views on political leadership. The Forms are perfect, immutable ideals that exist in an abstract 

realm, beyond the physical world. Knowledge of the Forms, especially the Form of the Good, 

is essential for just leadership (Plato, 1997). Philosopher-kings, through their understanding 

of the Forms, can see beyond the deceptive appearances of the material world to grasp the 

eternal truths that should guide political decisions. 

Plato’s ideas, although idealistic, offer valuable insights into the challenges of political 

leadership. His emphasis on the moral and intellectual virtues of leaders resonates with 

contemporary concerns about corruption, short-termism, and the lack of visionary leadership 

in many political systems. For instance, the recurring issues of political corruption and short-

sighted policies in modern democracies can be seen as a departure from Plato’s ideal of 

leaders who prioritize the common good and are guided by wisdom. The philosopher-king’s 

dedication to the common good contrasts sharply with the often self-serving motives of 

contemporary political leaders (Unger 2018). 

Plato’s philosophy of political leadership presents an ideal vision where rulers are 

wise, just, and knowledgeable of the ultimate truths. His concept of the philosopher-king 

underscores the importance of virtue and wisdom in leadership, advocating for rulers who 

are not only skilled in governance but also deeply committed to justice and the common 

good. While his ideal state may seem utopian, the principles he outlines such as the need for 

just leaders, the importance of education, and the role of laws in maintaining order remain 

relevant and influential in discussions of political leadership today (Lentsch, 2021). 
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Analysis on the decadence of political leadership in Nigeria Using Plato Political 

Philosophy. 

Plato's political philosophy, particularly his ideas on the decline of political systems and the 

qualities of ideal leadership, provides a useful framework for analyzing the decadence of 

political leadership in Nigeria. This analysis explores how contemporary Nigerian political 

leadership reflects Plato's concerns about the degeneration from ideal governance to corrupt 

and unjust rule. 

 

1. Corruption and the Pursuit of Personal Gain 

Plato argued that political decay occurs when rulers prioritize personal gain over the 

common good (Plato, 1997). Transparency International continuously ranks Nigeria as one 

of the most corrupt nations in the world, indicating the widespread corruption in the nation 

(Transparency International, 2023). Prominent scandals, including Diezani Alison-

Madueke's embezzlement as the former Petroleum Minister, demonstrate how public 

officials have abused their positions of authority for personal gain (Sahara Reporters, 2023). 

This conduct is similar to Plato's criticism of democratic and oligarchic leaders who act in 

their own self-interest rather than the interests of justice.  

 

2. The Lack of Virtuous Leadership 

Plato's ideal rulers are philosopher-kings, individuals who possess wisdom, virtue, and a 

deep understanding of the Forms, particularly the “Form of the Good” (Han & Oyakawa 

2021). Nigerian political leaders often lack these qualities, as evidenced by widespread 

inefficiency and poor governance. For instance, despite vast oil wealth, Nigeria struggles 

with inadequate infrastructure, poor healthcare, and high unemployment rates (Akinwale, 

2010). This failure to provide for the common good underscores the absence of the 

philosophical wisdom Plato deemed essential for just leadership. 

 

3. Electoral Fraud and Democratic Degeneration 

Plato was skeptical of democracy, warning that it could devolve into tyranny as leaders 

pander to the masses and undermine the rule of law (Seelos, 2020) Nigeria's electoral 

processes have been marred by fraud, violence, and manipulation. The 2019 general elections, 

for example, were characterized by widespread irregularities, including vote-buying and 

ballot box snatching (International Crisis Group, 2019). Such practices erode public trust in 

democratic institutions and reflect Plato’s concern that democracy can lead to the rise of 

demagogues and corrupt leaders. 

 

4. The Erosion of Judicial Independence 

Plato emphasized the importance of justice and the role of the judiciary in maintaining it 

(Plato, 1997). In Nigeria, the judiciary has often been compromised by corruption and 

political interference. The suspension of Chief Justice Walter Onnoghen in 2019, widely 
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perceived as politically motivated, exemplifies this issue (Amnesty International, 2019). A 

compromised judiciary undermines the rule of law and allows unjust leaders to maintain 

power without accountability. 

 

5. Patronage and Nepotism 

In Plato's view, a just society is one where individuals are assigned roles based on their 

abilities and virtues (Plato, 1997). However, Nigerian politics is rife with patronage and 

nepotism, where government positions and contracts are awarded based on loyalty rather 

than merit (Obi-Ani, 2023). This practice not only perpetuates inefficiency but also fosters a 

culture of corruption and dependency, detracting from the overall good of the society. 

 

6. Socio-Economic Inequality 

Plato warned that oligarchy, characterized by the rule of the wealthy, leads to socio-economic 

disparities and social unrest (Plato, 1997). In Nigeria, wealth and political power are 

concentrated in the hands of a few elites, exacerbating inequality and marginalization. The 

stark disparity between the affluent political class and the impoverished masses fuels 

resentment and instability (Jega, 2007). 

 

 

7. The Cycle of Political Decay 

Plato described a cycle of political decay where systems degenerate from aristocracy to 

timocracy, oligarchy, democracy, and ultimately tyranny (Plato, 1997). Nigeria’s political 

history reflects this cycle, with periods of military dictatorship, flawed democracies, and 

governance marred by corruption and inefficiency (Falola & Heaton, 2008). Each transition 

has failed to produce the just and effective leadership Plato envisioned. 

 

8. The Role of Education 

Plato stressed the importance of education in cultivating virtuous leaders (Plato, 1997). In 

Nigeria, the education system is underfunded and plagued by strikes and infrastructural 

deficits (Adegbesan, 2011). This neglect undermines the development of knowledgeable and 

ethical leaders, perpetuating the cycle of poor governance. 

 

9. Security and Governance 

Plato believed that leaders should ensure the security and well-being of their citizens 

(Adebesan, 2011). However, Nigeria faces significant security challenges, including the Boko 

Haram insurgency and communal conflicts. The government's inability to effectively address 

these issues reflects a failure of leadership and governance (Aghedo & Osumah, 2012). 

 

10. Public Trust and Governance 

Finally, Plato’s emphasis on the rulers' moral authority to govern is crucial (Plato, 1997). In 

Nigeria, the persistent corruption and inefficiency have led to a profound mistrust in political 
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leaders and institutions (Ezeibe, 2015). Restoring public trust requires a fundamental shift 

towards transparent, accountable, and just leadership. 

 

Conclusion 

Using Plato’s political philosophy to analyze the decadence of political leadership in Nigeria 

reveals a pattern of corruption, inefficiency, and a failure to uphold justice and the common 

good. Nigerian political leaders often lack the wisdom, virtue, and commitment to justice that 

Plato deemed essential for effective governance. Addressing these challenges requires 

comprehensive reforms to cultivate ethical leadership, ensure the rule of law, and promote 

socio-economic equity 
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